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"00K into che Sacred: Hiſtery of 0 | 4 
„there you will ſee this choſen ſervant of 
- OO" through the Whole courſe of his reign, 
in the fame glorions light, in which the Text places 
Huth, co conſtantly guarded” by a divine protection; | . 
„ind, m virtue of it, ſubduing all his enemies: For | 
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| the enemies of David, were the enemies of God. „ 
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TH: ( a) 
blind impulſe of affection, than from a rational 
| N real worth: or indeed, if we weakly 
conceive, that any ar nation could be 
| choſen, or any particular perſon ſet at the head of 
it, as Kitty or Governour; by an infihitely wiſe, and 
Juſt, and good Being, but forReaſons conſiſtent with 
thoſe perfections, and worthy of them; (i. e.) for 
reaſons, . which, in like caſes, and under like cir- 
cumſtances, would be applicable to every perſon, 
and to every nation; for reaſons, which take i in 
the good of the Whole, though ſome ſpecial part 
4s the R waa of th favour. 


_ Infinite & power, & em- 
ployed i in che Wenne of the World, form 
the great idea 0 Providence. The externe ap- 
pearances of this Providence may be varied. It 
ay be, ut different times, and for different pur- 
Poles,” exerciſed in a manner more or leſs viſible to 
us ; And it may be, by this means, more or leſs 
ended to by us. But this makes no alteration 
in dhe caſe. I proves ws) indeed to be weak 
imperſect creatures, more apt to be ſtruck by 
occaſional glaring exertions of power, than in- 
fluenced by that conſtant ſteady diſplay of wr/- 
* tim "und goodneſs, which Kaen and uniformly 
aer all things,” in the werks and counſels of 
+ God. - This is all it proves. For Providence, 
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in this tranſaction. For the (everlaſting Covenant, 
entred i into by God wich David, was formed upon 
Nene ht * gdom of eurg⸗ 
cnvken ect fl 1 82 Which dee Spiritual Sor of 
David was to erect, and hath long ſince erected. 
In tit kingdom, the vyhole world hath an 
intereſt” Tr fully anſwers — — - 
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eeuthly kingdom. All r 
have, in their turn, ruled this World of ours, 
"have vaniſhed and diſapfbsred one after another: 
And the World itſelf, the great theatre of all this 
peritbing gloty," Mall, * ur appointed period of 

dis diffoition vam and dilappear after dem, 60 
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be faceeded. by i new heavens and a new cathy, a. 
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1 This is "the Purpoſe, which is turpoed upon 11g. 246. 


the whole earth ; this is the hand that is 7 ny 
Aretebed aut, in mercy and goodneſs, pon all the 
nations. And let the beavens be glad, and the 
earth Gogh that the Lord thus rergneth. 5 
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conſideration, what the preſent joyful mg 
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No Cronite, of the moſt Salle order of 
creatures, can appear in a higher or more ami- 
able light, than that of being a diſpenſer of bleſ- 
ſings by the appointment of God himſelf, che 

Author of every good and perfect gift, the inex- 


hauſtible 00 from whence all bleſſings flow. 
_ . B Now 


(89) | 5 
Now good Princes regularly ſuſtain this beneſi- 
cent part. It is the office aſſigned to chem by 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords. They 
ſtand at the head of their teſpectige , ſocieties, 
reaching out the benefits of an equal govern- 
ment to all che members of the community, in 
a manner that bears, ſore analogy to God him- 
ſelf; who cloathed them with ſo large a ſhare 
of his power, that they might, in their propor- 
tion and degree, -exerciſt it according: to bis ex- 
ample. As He himſelf the ſupreme Creator, 
Preſerver and Ruler of the whole family of crea- 
tures in er and earth, ſtanding at the head of 
that all nfive Society, extends his tender 
mercies through 4, his works ; and apening his 
| Hand over a. Univerſe of dependent Beings, Gllerh 
-- themall with the {mn effuſions oh n daun 0 
les 8 


In this ſenſe it is that Kings are the Vicege- 
Rom xiii. rents of God, becauſe they are h minifters- to 
„* us for god. And it is, abſurd. ta ſuppoſe, it is 
iimpious to aſſert, that any man can properly be 
a vicegerent . and min of God to 8 ſom cuil. 

This is the language of Tyrants, or of the flat- 

terers of Tyrants, ho do not ſeruple to ng the 


* authority of God Nek, e 4 
| wil of God. e 
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All . ö 
ligation to do good, riſes with the power of do- 
- bg it. Power, in all degrees ſhort of infinite, 
may be miſapplied. Infinite power cannot be 
miſapplied for this plain reaſon; that it can on- 
ly belong to a Being infinitely perfect in all other 
teſpects; and is for ever circumſcribed, and kept 
within the limits of truth and right, by thoſe 
perſtctions. But great power, veſted in a weak 
imperfect creature, expoſes him to a temptation 
too mighty for him to withſtand, without the 
did of juſt and known laws, to mark out to him 
the determinate exereiſe of his power, as a pub- 
lick. ruler of others ; and to guard him againſt the 
deceitfulueſs and ſnares of his own. weakneſs. 
Bad Kings undoubtedly. want this reſtraint; and 
good Kings rejeice in it. For they have no defire 
to do, what the laws of a welkinſtituted govern- 
ment prohibit. They know themſelves not to be 
infinite in perfection; and therefore they have no 
ineliation to be, ar to be thought to be, abſalute 
in power., Ther: power is indeed; in another 
and beter ſonſe, abſolute ; Nat beranſe it cannot, 
or muſt not, upon any account; be reliſted mt. 
* as it is their powes: ; not becauſe obadi- 
ence to the lawful. Sovereign, 1s: bound upon the 
mig by the ſtrongeſt and maſt ſacred ties of 
human and divine laws ; W 
* | | 


0 12) 
ean free them from thoſe ties, . a aa of 
extreme neceſſity, which will always explain it- 
felt when it oomes; but neither can, nor ought 
to be preciſely pointed out, and defined befo 
hand: But it is, in effect, an abſolute power, be- 
cauſe it is ſo exerciſed, as not to afford the ſubs -- 
jects the leaſt motive or temptation to refiſt it. 
For who would reſiſt a power, that is perpetual- 
ly exerciſed; in ſecuring and promoting his o- i 
happineſs? If any one can be ſo ungrateful, 3 
loſt to all ſenſe of his own and the Public Good, 
as to reſiſt his Sovereign under thoſe circumſtan- 
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tied ; and, if he .doth not fincerely repent - of | 
the great wickedneſs he hath committed, ui re- 


ceiue to himſelf from God, who E re 
and foul, damnation hereafter. 


e 8 by in- 
verting the order of things, and ——— 
the very end of ſociety and government, may 
be and are, diſpenſers of curſes, and not of bleſſ- 
that were ſo. But, — ne we Wer. 
delivered from that oppreſſi 
Conſtitution was delivered: at the: t time 
and this Auni ven ſary, Dann returns, - 
Pot I to 
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well fail to bring with it 2 full ſenſe of our 1 
Security, from the like ee wege A ſecurity, 1 
which a numerous Nya! Iſue promiſes to lateſt 
 Poſtetity. A ſecurity, which nothing cin weaker 
or deſttoy, but the violence or treachery of open 
or ſecret enemies; enemies, both to the Conſtitu- 1 
tion, and to the King, who obſerves and ſupports | 1 
it: Nothing, but a'prevailing” diſtegard to ut 1 
authority, en e eee eee AE | 
Obligations of human and divine laws,” - The 8 
as certainly, to all the wild intolerable co e 
of Anarchy; as the abuſe of the 
ority, in ovet- tuling, or diſpenſing with, the 
fixed laws: of a Community, ends in, what is 
the next terrible a eee N _ 
a eee governineat.'s7 ©; ave af ors 20k Epi: 
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Kings of the earth. le. that rnb ober Men: 2 Sam. 
muſt be juſt, ruling in the fe 


fear of the Lord. | Then 3 : 
in a ſort. of exultatiom of heart, - ariſing} from à 

conſciouſneſs, that he had always governed him- 

elf and others, by this direction 3 the fuhr | 
Pſalnnft of. Yrae!-paings oute King /e ruling, id 
the moſt delightful, 


2 San, 
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165 
e Nature aGords E bal ar . 
dle let of the morning, ber the: fun riſeth, com 
4 merning. without . chuds;. at the: tender graft 


ſpringing aut f che earth by clear: ſhining' after 


rain. All here is bright, and mild, and be- 
deßeent: And: the deſcription agrees with the 


| character. | For ſuch a King, guided by no in- 


teteſt, but the; public welfare; governed by no 
principles that does not ſpring from the fear of 
God, and: tend. to promote the honour of God, 


in the encouragement of true religion, the ſup- 


port and practice of real virtue, and the diſcoun-. 
tenaneing vice and profanencis ; governs his ſub- 

jects, with the affection of a parent, the kind- 
neſs of a benefactor, and the fidelity of a friend. 
By this means, he raiſes in them a conſcientious 
love and awe of hinmſelſß, as their ruler; a venera- 


tion for the laws, by which he- rules them-with 


ſo much mildneſs and equity; and inſenfibly 
forms: them, in their ſeveral-rayks and ſtations, | 
to an imitation of | himſelf By removing all 
diſtruſt and jealouſy: of encroachment, he renders 


en fours and ahr in the-polſefſion of their 
5 juſt Rights and. Privileges ;\ and 'U ; 


* 
their counſals, and deſſgns to preſerve and main- 
in them. By the | coninon care he takes f 
them, all; he erhotts amd tithes them to be 
x 947705 Ie -to' one another. 
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-things, brightens the 6 of hs whole - 


aber vrhich he preſides; ſpreads peace, and Joy, 
and plenty, through every part of it; And be- 
ing, under God, the author of ſo much Rappl- | 
neſs to his fellow. creatures, he himſelf ſhines 


Joreivin. og "Mts, e _ 
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pite of all: that falſe glare of light, which the 
_ eloquence of corrupt Oratocs, or the imagination 
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to undermine the foundations of 1 il hs . 
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mant: to por, EY and cruelly, with the 
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is gone to be accountable to God; for all this. 


impious ſcene of abominations ; and to ſuffer 


infinitely more miſery, than it ever was in his 
power to infliet 292 his fellow-creatures, Ml. 


This i is the 10 of theſe ſcourges of Ns dänsz 0 
to whom as to the Rods of bis anger, God giveth 


à charge againſt the people of bis wrath, to take 


the ſpoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them 
down hike the mire of the ſireets. Howbeit They 
mean not ſo, neither doth their beart think ſo ; but 
it is in their heart to deſtroy and cut off nations 
not a few. When therefore they have finiſhed 


the horrid part aſſigned to them, and executed 


their full meaſure of vengeance upon others, they 
are ſummoned hence to SO divine * 


An WR 


A OL ike Gi the ſented atcler and | 
confftitution of things, are powerfully guarded 


| againſt theſe inſtruments of deſtruction, which 
God employs, in his mercy, to chaſtiſe and re- 


form; or, in his Herre am: to root out 
W . nations. ; 


| That NP Princes in particular, who are, 


of bleſſings ; are, in a peculiar manner, bleſſed | 
and protected by him, we cannot doubt. It is 


what God appointed all Princes to be, diſpenſers 
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have bo knowledge; qurielyes,. we can. ee 
inſtruction to others. But we have nowWa 


way of illuſtrating this comfortable truth, 
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1 us 0d with a thankful, religious fratne of 
mind, recollect the circumſtances,” and trace the 
_ proceedings of a miſchief; which, if it had f. 
. reeded, muſt have turned a free people at 'onee, 
imo a nation of ſlaves. For there is fornething 


5 on inary; in all the deeifive turns, and periods 
_ of the Rebel k hath upon it, che ſolemmn 
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that Almighey Being, ' whom the Winds, and'the 
Sea obey > It cannot but remind us of thoſs Pro 
vidential Gales, which, at the niceſt - and moſt 
deciſive juncture, favoured the Succeſs of the 
Re vol vr Io; And which now ſeemed to blow 
again, in order to perpetuate thoſe FR” _— 
were the happy Re rt. 

angel aut]. | ail} vio" © 72 572. 50 


© When Providence” 3 


ha and feifincl of 2 marches, 9 6085 
the words of Joel, when he is deſcribin one ns of 
the P of: Soc, aps Borſement fo" did 
baffligg che · Pu p An aof che Royal A 42 55 8 
ble than e ua ways ine dhe bet 
of ch Ki don 4 " ot #76: 1070 1 7 "HATES. 4120 20 

5 : no! 
| w at aſtoniſhment uſt we I 
, 29 5 e they Cond cee 
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jon 158 1 40 ntave 
_— be 17 78 Frien. 
they expected to .be oppoſed by few enemies? 
when 1 = too late. conyinced them, 
p ir 64 Ae, Theft is, 
8 4 73 and food expoſed to Allr. | 
hs Ls — en 
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* Tos what b bad not «A reaſon 6 16 hl for, 
hat had not we reaſon to fear, at that ala 
Sali of time, When the fate of the nation was 
depending; and the very exiſtence of it, as a 
Proteſtant N atian, lay at ſtake? When they were. 
| undone, and e were ſaved by a national agree- 
ment; which, in the ordinary courſe and uſual 
operation of things, could have been as little e- 


. - 
. - 
— * . pected 
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Aſter all theſe artful endeavours r 
deſtruction; by gradually undermi ir 75 Fol vil 
r virtue, and our faith ; the Con 

A. Ai. 


>. 1 4 


Fr Ta prafticed upon, comes to reap the | 
fruit of all theſe diabolical . Preparations : and to 
ſeize the favaurable op 
ple, "thus fitted and 
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out. into eee | 
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11 he rage 15 He of 
the ſucceſs of a cauſe, w 


"Ws: 


| « 24). 1 
of one man.—To th mighty band, and gut-frtched |} 
1 a, in the bold figurative. tile. of prophecy, 


the 


" Ifa, wii: in 77 75 55 5 putting Bi. book i in the noſe,” and. bis | 
tri 


29. 33. 


in the bps of the Proud enraged beligger. of 

Jerusalem; with this peremptory injunCtion,--Thow 

| Fen not come "Into this City, nor ſhoot an arrow - 
there, nor come be fore it Ph SO 5 ca Ls 


4: uk againſ} it, . , 


f I „ % 
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| li ein the Youthful "Hero, whom! the tender- 
neſs of a Roy AL PARENT reſigned to the preſſing 
wiſhes and exigencies 0 of the Public, , appeared at 
the! head of an Anz —. 0 Darling of thoſe, 
Whom he, commanded. —— Can he te 1 leſs. the 
Datling of thoſe, whon he defended? 


705 b ee aden at his 18 
ber, Hel: Ad by an in Babe that deprived 


Wels, though far ſuperior in nim. 
them both of their diſcernment and reſolution, 
they threw away the moſt promiſing opportunity 


of accompliſhing their own wicked Purpoſe in 
the deſtruction of this Coulitry.. | 


The 3 of the 1 1 of 
our ſafety, afforded the Rebels room to obtain ano- 
ther flight ſuperiority, in a confuſed ſkirmiſh: But 
they themſelves Were N Oy. of what they 

Had, 


if wy — 


(8) 
had, by chance and 4 obtained; FE, went 
off in Dale without their 1 


e en en ee a n 
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the Rebels. were 25k 75 Link mer 119 E; 
Hs troo 5 5 _ animatec by a juſt confidence in in 1 
. tried OED Gy re wet their wonted "ardour; | 

Abd 3 1 5 e ee BET 
a 7 1125 4, prdence a =, Keren 
that might I the adet, and molt experier 
ced Gene i tui 20 EO 9:3 TC 


N — FA Mhats, "an | 
weh wete chien impaffible, for Wie ü oh 
| tarded his March. This was a delay ro 5 "oF 3 

_ tence;' And be made a providential' uſe of it: 
Por, NY | this delay; He tanght' M9 Soldiers, 1 

deßpiſe a Foe”; WHO * taught thent How (ö. 
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Then «hi PR bis enemies, 4 i ed* 2 Sam. xxl. 
nem ; and e 6 mein, nd fr 38, 39, 40. 
mu tbem; be confamed lem unde wounded": thei, 
| that' they could nof ariſe: yea they” fell unden his 
feet. © And let the pious gratitude of David, up. 
en a ke oocaſion; teach us to add, that they 
therefore ſell under his feet, beeauſe Git, fav 
ing the righteous cauſe, wes egg Fovght wee 
bim with 0 to the — 1 
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rf canvi. Thus "the Led bath done great 1285 for 5s if 
4. already: whereof we. rejoice. Let us thank him, 
in à way in which our thanks will be 4 nk 
ceptably paid to him: Let us do, what remains to 
be done, on our part; if we would truly diſcharge 
the duty of good Subjes, This, in our preſent fi- 
tuation, will be no eaſy taſk, We Bre an alarm- 
ing ſcene before us: We have difficulties. to en- 
counter, which, without the aſſiſtance and. protec- 
tion of God, win be infoperable „ 
For, as if the Land had dome great, ſome 
Pt boni. Ps Work to do ' in the earth, all © | the founda- 
5. tions of it ſeem to be aut of courſe. Nation is ri- 
. wa ſen againſi nation, and kingdom again kingdom. 
And, what more nearly concerns us, the Powers of 
. * Eph. vi. 12. this world, and of ſpiritual. wickedneſs. i in bigh 
p laces, are combined againſt Us, in all the rage — 5 
' +; The tyranny, all _ - nn * eee 
I. 10. 
Ua 8 be nd as en at 
ſuch a Juncture, to be abſolutely. neceſſary; and 
to render it perfect, it ſhould be the Union of 
the Whole Society, centering in bim, who is the 
Head of it : Who: hath been, (what all god 
Princes are,) in the Had of Providence an Ig- - 
ſtirument of diſpenſing bleſſings to Us and to our 
Country. It ſhould be the Union of fellow- 
"1 Subjects, 


%% 
Subject, and Protefgnts bound together by the 
common, na natural ties, of loyalty and. religion. 
Without "this compact union, nothing an, in ell 
haman. appearance, fave us: Ndt even a Govern- 
nent framed with the moſt comprehenſive ſkill; and 
ga with the ſtricteſt juſtice, to all Who 
live under it : and who may, if they will, be ſingu- 
_ larly happy, in living under fuch a Government. 
Funpics 2 
And let us reflect, before it! is ſrt ay how 
dreadful muſt be the condition and feeling of 


1207 who, paſs, through their own fault, at neg- 
les „fem e OS 40 a ſlate of ſavery ; 
with. a ſenſe. of all the bleflings.t e ſighte 
Au nd) Grids fredh and warm upon! their 
— king cnn Bl 
I —— „ 
ek with an ppprefiive. ſuperier powers; and, h 
ineffectual effortꝭ, provgke that, power .40- he ſtill 
— > them with freſh infults, and civetting 
Bea zer and more galling fetsterb them. gg 
aut VIS 150“ ut bas tun ed. tow o ig 
_ all: know, :how-indefatigable:) Pupery ah 
long been, and continues ta he, atriongſt us. It 


* coll. compi ſea and land, io male m -, tt. mi 
feht And lat us hot deceive. ouiſelves wit ima 13. | | 


| gining, Ir candtever be inactive fand ceaſe: ma- 
kivg as 4% 32 the 
* tn | . | World. 


(28 ) 
World. Fox, it is efential to it, to puſh on, Bein- 
ing new ground. This does not depend, upon 
the original tempers, and diſpoſitions of particu 
_ "perſons, profeſſing Popery. It is the unalterable 
bent and tendency of Popery iefelf, to do this: 
For the Principle, upon blog rb it 1 done, Is 
"uniform a _ conſtant to n 8 
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PI as Such, bateth oh Light, flies enquiry ; ; 
and, if it can, will alway prevent enquiry. This 
-conclufion is founded in the nature of things. It 
is che very frame, and turn of the human mind; 
i when Ir is onc diftorteU' by bigottry, pe 
ftition, and enfved by lucrative attachment to 
falſehood: por the Mind, in fuch 'a poſture, 
will ever be followed by an uneafy conſciouſneſs, 
that it hath. deſerted the. Cauſe of Truth, and ib 
\aQting i in 0 on to it: It will be haunted 5 
a timerous foreboding, that Truth is mighty,” an 
aui, in the laſt iſſue of things, prevail over all 
oppoſition. Henee ſueb a Mind is ever jealous of 
all, who ae the truth, and fincerely enquire 
(after it. K 0 ever 5 ſuch enquirer, as it con- 
be nched —— naliciout fice * 
. . and to be reftrained, ſo far Prune 
with the moſt eager deſpitefulneſs- i is the 
Fundamental ground 5 Per 
5 | ſecutions, | 


* 
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"oy rulng 7 of the Coures Wh Rome. n 

por, F being Simeakdwes Bjfiees DEL, 
ſet up, and gradually eſtabliſhed, in direct oppo- 
ſttion to the cleareſt. evidence, both of Neger 
and Scripture; It muſt for ever continue to do, 
what it always hath done, forbid and hinder, to 
the utmoſt, the Uſe both of Reaſon, and Scrip 
the counſels, and point abe entire force of Popery, 
towards attaining this deteſtable end. For at 
Popery cannot ſtand the teſt of enamination; dhe 
whole ſtreſs and weight of its Power, wil de 
meadily bent againſt all, who would, or can 
examine ii. Popery, therefore, nover win r 
can reſt, until it hath zotally ſuppreſſed all Li 
of Examination ; Ls e.) until it hath fully en. 
ns by the iter extnfion of a N 

on the other had; Protetantifm is the” 90 
tural guardian, becauſe it is the genuine fruit, of 


re 


Liberty. For He, who is *ready ahways to give* 
aw anſiver Jn every one * bim a if 


_— Fa true Religion of Chrift : And this 
e by which we 
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93 Upon this account, the niliow i 
ture, with the ſoundeſt Policy, made the preſer- 


vation of the Proteſtant Religion, a part of our 
Civil, Free, Conſtitution: And I is a Patt, Which 
cCompleats the beauty, and firmneſs, of the Avi. 
How then will it, diſgrace and expoſe; us, if he 
pure reformed Religion, which is thus intimately 
incorporated, with the political frame of our Ga- 
verament, hath no farce or influence, in regu- 
_ lating. out 'own' moral Behaviour. Sin is à re- 
proach to any people : But it is a more ſtinging 
reproach to a Proteſtant people, to have been 
reſcued, by a divine aid, from the ſlavery of ſu- 

| perſtition z- And yet not think. it worth heir 
1 Rom. viii. While to i deliver: themſelves, from the bondage of 
21, 5 e 158 n ne Fer eee 
95 . 


Int. abi e bo quſty 3 un 
us. On the contrary, let our Religion be ſeen 
and praiſed, in every inſtance of our conduct; 
in the conſtant diſcharge of e ee the 
vin e al ee views." rate Hows 


Were all the people thus righteous 
happineſs of the Public, would be, what it ought 
to be, made up of the happineſs of every 
individual. General order, tranquillity, and har- 
mony, would be the reſult; and the Comm 
mould eee in full irength and ſe 
x the work of righteouſneſs is peace; and the fett | 
righteouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. 
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